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CONPIDENTIAL TOKYO 2538 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG, JA, CH 

SUBJECT: UNCONFIRMED REPORT OP CHINA OIL CUTS TO JAPAN 

WE CONTACTED MITI DIR. POR PETROLEUM PLANNING OZU (WHO IS ALSO 
IN CHARGE OP CHINA OIL TRADE) CONCERNING JAPANESE NEWSPAPER 
REPORT DATED EEB 20 THAT CHINA INTENDED TO REDUCE ITS EEB. OIL 
SHIPMENTS TO JAPAN BY ONE-HALE OP SCHEDULED 450,000 TONS. OZU 
SAID MITI HAD INPORMATION THAT SOME (UNSPECIPIED) ELEMENTS IN 
THE CHINESE BUREAUCRACY HAD WANTED TO CUT SHIPMENTS BUT THAT 
THE DECISIONS HAD BEEN REVERSED. HE SAID THAT THE MATTER WAS 
BEING HANDLED ON A COMMERCIAL LEVEL AND WAS CONPIDENT THERE 
WOULD BE NO REDUCTION. 
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